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THE CONCEPT OF
HUMANITY

Humanity, a term encompassing the collective
qualities that define human beings, has evolved
significantly over time. Originally rooted in the
Latin word "humanitas," which denotes human
nature, civilization, and kindness, the concept has
grown to embody a broader, more inclusive
understanding of our shared existence and moral
responsibilities.

In ancient civilizations, humanity was closely
associated with the virtues of compassion,
empathy, and ethical behaviour. Philosophers like
Confucius in China and Aristotle in Greece
emphasized the importance of benevolence and
moral integrity as foundational to human society.
Their teachings highlighted the need for
individuals to cultivate virtues that contribute to
the common good, laying the groundwork for the
ethical dimensions of humanity.

During the Renaissance, the concept of humanity
expanded to include the celebration of human
potential and achievement. This period saw a
revival of classical learning and a renewed focus
on human dignity and intellectual pursuits.
Thinkers like Erasmus and Montaigne championed
the idea of humanism, which emphasized the
value of individual experience and the pursuit of
knowledge as essential to understanding and
improving the human condition.

In the modern era, the concept of humanity has

further evolved to encompass universal human
rights and social justice. The atrocities of the 20th
century, including the World Wars and various
genocides, underscored the necessity of
recognizing and protecting the inherent dignity of
all individuals. The establishment of the United
Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights in 1948 marked a significant milestone in
the global acknowledgment of humanity as a
shared moral and ethical standard.

Today, humanity continues to evolve, reflecting
our collective efforts to address global challenges
such as poverty, inequality, and climate change.
The term now signifies not only our shared
biological and cultural heritage but also our
collective responsibility to foster a more just,
compassionate, and sustainable world. As we
move forward, the concept of humanity serves as a
guiding principle, reminding us of our
interconnectedness and the moral imperatives
that bind us together.

WHY HUMANITY FOR
SPORTS?

Sports have a unique and profound capacity to
promote humanity, fostering values that
transcend cultural, social, and economic
boundaries. The concept of "Sports for Humanity"
emphasizes the need for incorporating the
principles of humanity into the realm of sports,
recognising its potential to cultivate empathy,
social inclusion, and ethical behaviour.
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By emphasising
sportsmanship and

ethical behaviour,
sports can cultivate a
generation that
values integrity and
justice, both on and
off the field”




Historically, sports have served as a microcosm of
society, reflecting both its virtues and vices. From
the ancient Olympic Games in Greece, which
promoted peace and unity among competing
city-states, to modern international events like the
FIFA World Cup and the Olympics, sports have
consistently been a platform for bringing people
together. However, the need for humanity in sports
extends beyond mere participation and
competition; it calls for a conscious effort to embed
human values into the fabric of sporting culture.

Today, humanity
continues to evolve,
reflecting our collective

efforts to address global
challenges such as
poverty, inequality, and
climate change”

Firstly, sports have the power to break down
barriers and foster inclusivity. By providing a
common ground where individuals from diverse
backgrounds can come together, sports can bridge
social, economic, and cultural divides. This
inclusivity promotes mutual respect and
understanding,  essential components  of
humanity. Programs that encourage participation
from marginalized communities, including
women, people with disabilities, and
economically disadvantaged groups, underscore
the role of sports in promoting social equity and
human dignity.

Secondly, sports instil values that are central to
humanity, such as teamwork, fairness, and respect.
Athletes learn to work collaboratively, respect their
opponents, and adhere to the rules of the game,
which mirrors the ethical principles necessary for
harmonious societal interactions. By emphasising
sportsmanship and ethical behaviour, sports can
cultivate a generation that values integrity and
justice, both on and off the field.

Moreover, sports can be a powerful tool for
addressing social issues and promoting peace.
Initiatives like “PeacePlayers” International use
basketball to unite young people from divided
communities, demonstrating how sports can be a
medium for conflict resolution and peacebuilding.
Such programs highlight the transformative
potential of sports in fostering a more humane and
peaceful world.

In addition, the global reach of sports provides an
unparalleled platform for advocating human
rights and raising awareness about social issues.
High-profile athletes and sporting events can draw
attention to causes such as racial equality, gender
justice, and  environmental sustainability,
mobilising support and driving social change.

In conclusion, "Sports for Humanity" underscores
the essential role of sports in promoting human
values and addressing social challenges. By
integrating the principles of humanity into sports,
we can harnessiits full potential to foster inclusivity,
ethical behaviour, and social cohesion. As a
universal language, sports have the power to unite
and inspire, making them a vital component in the
quest for a more just and compassionate world.
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Promotes Human Values:
. Sports foster empathy, social inclusion, and
ethical behavior.

Historical Significance:

. From ancient Olympics to modern events,
sports unite people across cultural, social,
and economic boundaries.

Breaking Down Barriers:

Sports provide a common ground for diverse
individuals, promoting inclusivity and mutual
respect.

Instilling Core Values:

. Sports teach teamwork, fairness, and
respect, reflecting principles needed for
harmonious societal interactions.

Addressing Social Issues:

Initiatives like PeacePlayers International use
sports for conflict resolution and
peacebuilding.

Global Advocacy:
. Sports provide a platform for advocating
human rights and raising awareness about

social issues.
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I The Concept of a Great Winner

The concept of a great winner goes beyond mere victory; it embodies the essence of humanity. A great
winner is someone who not only wins but also demonstrates humane qualities such as empathy, integrity,
and respect. This novel concept is crucial for sports as it enhances the spirit of the game, fostering a more
inclusiv{nd ethical environment. If a person wins and exhibits these humane traits, they are truly a great
winner. Conversely, even if a person does not win, showing humane qualities ensures they are not
considered a loser. Such individuals can sometimes make a more significant impact than the actual winner.
It is important to note that this concept does not undermine the competitive nature of sports. Instead, it
promotes a balance between competitiveness and humanity, ensuring that the true spirit of sportsmanship
thrives.

The concept of "Sports for Humanity" and the idea of a great winner are intrinsically linked, creating a holistic
approach to sportsmanship. "Sports for Humanity" emphasizes the integration of humane values into sports,
highlighting the importance of empathy, inclusivity, and ethical behavior. A great winner, under this framework, is
not just someone who excels in their sport but also showcases these humane qualities. Winning with humanity
elevates an athlete to a status of true greatness, demonstrating that success is not just about the final score but
also about how one plays the game. Conversely, even if an athlete does not win, by embodying the principles of
"Sports for Humanity," they achieve a victory in character and spirit, often making a profound impact. This dual
emphasis on competitiveness and humanity ensures that sports remain a force for positive social change,
fostering a culture where the true spirit of sportsmanship and human values coexist and flourish.

After winning the match, Chinese athlete Feng Yongxin demonstrated remarkable sportsmanship and
compassion. As the referee announced her victory, Feng noticed her opponent, who was absent from the field,
struggling in pain due to a knee injury. Without hesitation, Feng Yongxin showed her true character by lifting her
injured opponent onto her back and carrying her out of the playing area. This act of kindness not only highlighted
her exceptional sportsmanship but also earned her admiration as a truly great winner.
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Spanish runner Ilvan Fernandez Anaya was in
second place, trailing Kenyan athlete Abel
Mutai, who was leading the race. As they
approached the finish line, Mutai mistakenly
thought he had already crossed it and began
to slow down. Instead of taking advantage of
the situation and passing Mutai to claim
victory, Fernandez Anaya chose to stay behind
and guided Mutai to the finish line, allowing
him to win the race. Although Fernandez
Anaya did not win the event, he showed
humanity and therefore he is not a loser.
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HOW IIT PROMOTES SPORTS FOR HUMANITY?

The IIT Campus is committed to promoting the theme of "Sports for Humanity," setting a benchmark for other institutions in Sri Lanka and globally. By
integrating this theme into its educational and extracurricular activities, IIT champions the values of empathy, inclusivity, and ethical behaviour, fostering a
holistic development environment for its students.

. Combines physical activity with

Holistic Education:

moral and social development

At IIT Campus, education goes beyond
academic excellence; it aims to
develop well-rounded individuals who
contribute positively to society. By
promoting "Sports for Humanity," lIT

emphasizes the importance of
physical activity alongside moral and
social development. Through sports,
students learn critical life skills such
as teamwork, leadership, and
perseverance while embracing values
that foster a compassionate and
inclusive community. Additionally, IT
has a sports academy that promotes
sports participation for all students,
including those who have not
engaged in sports previously or are
non-professional  athletes.  This
academy provides an opportunity for
everyone to join, learn, and
experience the virtues of sports,
reinforcing the theme of humanity in
every aspect of their development.

. Embeds integrity and respect in sports

Inclusivity and Social Cohesion:

Sports programs accessible to all students.

Sports have a unique ability to bring together
individuals from diverse backgrounds, promoting
social cohesion and breaking down barriers. By
prioritising "Sports for Humanity," IIT Campus
ensures that sports programs are inclusive and
accessible to all students, regardless of gender,
socioeconomic status, or physical ability. This
inclusivity enhances the student experience and
prepares graduates to navigate and contribute to an
increasingly diverse world.

Ethical Behavior and Sportsmanship:

programs.

Sportsmanship and ethical behaviour are at the core
of the "Sports for Humanity" theme. By embedding
these principles into its sports programs, [IT Campus
cultivates a culture of integrity and respect among its
students. This ethical foundation is crucial in
developing responsible future leaders who value
fairness and justice, both in their professional and
personal lives.

. Uses sports for conflict resolution and peace

Addressing Social Issues:

promotion.

IIT Campus leverages its influence to address
broader social issues through sports. Initiatives
that use sports as a tool for conflict resolution,
community building, and peace promotion have a
significant impact both locally and globally. By

hosting events, workshops, and outreach
programs cantered on "Sports for Humanity," lIT
demonstrates its commitment to social

responsibility and inspires other institutions to
follow suit.

Global Leadership:
. Sets a global standard in integrating sports
and humanity.

As a leading higher education institution, IIT
Campus sets a global standard in promoting
"Sports for Humanity." By adopting this theme, IIT
showcases innovative approaches to integrating
sports and humanity, serving as a model for other
institutions. Collaborations with international
organizations, participation in global sports
initiatives, and research on the impact of sports
on social development further establish IIT’s role
as a leader in this area.



OBJECTIVES

1.

To create social
awareness on the right
concept of "Sports for

Humanity" across society

The first objective focuses on educating the public
about the true essence of "Sports for Humanity."
This involves disseminating information about
how sports can foster empathy, inclusivity, and
ethical behaviour. Awareness campaigns will
target diverse audiences, including the general
public, schools, and policymakers, to ensure a
comprehensive understanding of how sports can
be a powerful tool for social good. By promoting
these values, IIT aims to cultivate a more
compassionate and united society that recognises
and appreciates the broader impacts of sports
beyond mere competition.

2.

To significantly and
sustainably support the
development of sports for

special needs peoplein
Sri Lanka through
fund-raising activities.

The second objective is dedicated to supporting
the development of sports programs for special
needs people in Sri Lanka. IIT will organise
community-based fund-raising activities
specifically designed to generate resources for
these programs. This initiative not only raises
funds but also raises awareness about the
importance of inclusive sports. By channelling
resources  towards  specialized  training,
equipment, and facilities, IIT aims to create
lasting, sustainable improvements in the
opportunities available to special needs children,
thereby enhancing their physical and social
development.
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3.

To showcase practical
examples of "Sports for
Humanity" during the
Sports meet and beyond,
demonstrating its
application in various
activities.

The third objective is to provide tangible examples
of "Sports for Humanity" in action, particularly
during the Sports meet 2024. Students will be
encouraged to embody the theme through various
activities such as competitions, workshops, and
collaborative events. By integrating these
principles into the sports meet, IIT will highlight
how sports can be a platform for promoting
human values. This demonstration will serve as a
model for other events and organizations,
illustrating practical ways to apply the "Sports for
Humanity" theme both during sports activities
and in everyday life.



PLANNED ACTIVITIES TO

ACHIEVE
OBJECTIVE

IIT is dedicated to promoting "Sports for Humanity" through a
series of carefully planned activities. After conducting
extensive scientific mapping, IIT has identified relevant
tools and strategies to achieve the objectives of the
program. These tools are designed to raise awareness,

foster inclusivity, and encourage ethical behavior
through sports. A central theme of these awareness
campaigns will be the concept of the great winner. A
great winner is not only someone who excels in
sports but also embodies the attitude of humanity. Q
This means demonstrating empathy, inclusivity, :
and ethical behavior both on and off the field.
These campaigns will highlight that even if an
athlete loses a game, if they uphold the principles
of humanity, they have achieved a more profound ‘
victory. This perspective will be integral in

promoting the idea that true success in sports
includes winning with humanity. II I
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AWARENESS
CAMPAIGNS FOR
SPORTS SECTOR

INDUSTRIAL AND POLICY LEVEL AWARENESS

IIT will collaborate with the IT industry and policy makers in the
government and non-governmental sectors to promote the "Sports for
Humanity" theme. By organising industry-specific events, workshops, and
conferences, IIT will encourage IT professionals to support and participate
in sports programs that foster human values. This collaboration aims to
create a ripple effect, where the values of "Sports for Humanity" permeate
into corporate culture.

SPECIAL TRAININGS FOR SPORTS SECTOR

IIT will provide specialized training on "Sports for Humanity" to schools
dedicated to sports, sports faculties at local universities, and the tri-forces
in Sri Lanka. These training programs will focus on instilling the values of
empathy, inclusivity, and ethical behaviour in students, athletes, and
military personnel. By targeting these key groups, IIT aims to create a
strong foundation for the theme across various levels of society.

CREATING EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IN
SPORTS
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MEDIA CAMPAIGNS

Leveraging the power of media,
IIT will run media campaigns
across television, radio, social
media, and print media. These
campaigns will feature stories

of athletes and sports programs
that embody the principles of

"Sports for Humanity."
Engaging content, including
interviews, documentaries, and
public service announcements,
will be used to reach a wide
audience and create a lasting
impact.

VEHICLE PARADES
AND WALKS

To garner public attention and
support, IIT will organise

IIT will engage with sports associations
and federations across Sri Lanka to
promote the "Sports for Humanity"

theme. Through targeted awareness
campaigns, IIT will work with these

vehicle parades and walks.
These events will be held in
major cities and towns across
Sri Lanka, featuring students,
athletes, and community

One of the key planned activities to achieve the objectives of "Sports for
Humanity" is a comprehensive fundraising campaign aimed at
significantly supporting special needs children in Sri Lanka. IIT is

organizations to integrate human
values into their programs and

policies. Workshops, training sessions,

and collaborative events will be
organised to ensure widespread
adoption of the theme.

committed to raising over 10 million rupees through various initiatives,
including charity events. These funds will be dedicated to developing
sports programs and facilities tailored for children with special needs,

ensuring they have access to the benefits of physical activity and

sportsmanship. By channeling resources into this cause, IIT not only

fosters inclusivity and empathy but also provides tangible support to a

vulnerable segment of society, aligning with the broader goals of "Sports
for Humanity."

members. The parades and
walks will serve as a visual
representation of the commit-
ment to "Sports for Humanity,"
drawing media coverage and
public interest.



Sports federation

Media productions
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50 short video
productions
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Media campaigns
300+ across Cgver all
25 districts social, print,
electronic media

100+ organisations
to cover different
sectors

Policy initiatives

Connecting interest
groups

TARGETS

3 Major projects
to ensure equal

opportunities in sports




CONCLUSION

Social Learning:

Individuals learn behaviors, values, and
attitudes through observation, imitation, and
modeling.

Promoting Empathy and Ethical
Behavior:

Encourages practicing empathy, inclusivity, and
ethical behaviour through sports.

Social Benefits:
Enhances social cohesion and reduces
discrimination.

Creating an Inclusive Society:
Celebrates differences and provides opportunities for
everyone to contribute and thrive.

Sustainability:
Ensures future generations benefit from ethical
behavior and social responsibility.




TIME PERIOD

The project will be running on a time stamp across the period
from 1st of July 2024 to 31st of December 2025 .

.,.*{,

(L

STAKEHOLDERS

The "Sports for Humanity" project involves a diverse group of stakeholders
who play a crucial role in its success. The IT community, including
students, staff, and the families of staff members, will be at the heart of this
initiative, driving the planning, execution, and promotion of various
activities. Their active participation and enthusiasm will be vital in setting a
benchmark for the theme. Additionally, schools across Sri Lanka will be
engaged to foster early adoption of the principles of "Sports for Humanity"
among young students, encouraging them to grow into empathetic and
ethical individuals. The general public will also be a key stakeholder, as
widespread societal involvement and support are essential for creating
lasting change and awareness. Through collaborative efforts, these
stakeholders will collectively contribute to making the project a resounding
success and an exemplary model for others to follow.

Ministry of Education
Ministry of Sports
Ministry of Social Services
Sports Federations and Associations
Universities

Schools

Sports Persons

Policy Decision Makers
General Public

Media

Forces

IIT Community
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